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Philosophy

Structure

“Language and communication are at the
heart of the human experience.”

Our students represent a diverse range of
linguistic and cultural backgrounds: from
those for whom Mandarin is a near-native
language; to those who speak a related
Chinese dialect (typically Cantonese) and
may have been educated in a Chinese
curriculum school prior to coming to HKIS;
to Korean and Japanese students who are
familiar with Chinese-based orthography; to
those for whom Mandarin is a wholly-learned
new language (though not necessarily their
second language). We have determined
that a two-track (or “stream”) approach—
with distinct curricula—is the best way to
accommodating this variety of learners:

As members of an international school
and community we endorse this statement
by the American Council on the Teaching
of Foreign Languages (ACTFL). Learning
languages encourages students to respect
and to understand other cultures as well
as heightens the awareness of one’s own
culture. It also enhances divergent thinking
and self-motivated learning. Language
learning equips students to participate more
actively in the global community and to be
more adaptable. Chinese is particularly
important at HKIS since Hong Kong is part
of China.
Literacy is built upon a foundation of spoken
language competence; therefore, we believe
that oral communicative language should
rest at the heart of language instruction.
Pictographic and ideographic characters
are introduced from R1. Reading is gradually
introduced, once students develop a basic
semantic foundation, followed by writing. We
also believe that the central goal of language
learning should be the communication and
exchange of ideas, perceptions and needs,
both orally and in writing.
The HKIS Chinese Studies Program fully
embraces the different needs of our learners.
Because acquiring an additional language is
dependent upon multiple factors, the HKIS
program places a differentiated focus on
the broad areas of reading/writing, listening/
speaking and culture dependent upon the
learner. Regardless of emphasis, the aim
for the HKIS Chinese Studies Program is to
develop communicatively competent and
culturally enriched students in Mandarin
(Putonghua).

Mandarin as a Second Language (MSL) and
Mandarin for Near-Native Speakers (MNN).
Both streams support and honor the HKIS
position of offering Mandarin as an additional
language, though not on a bilingual platform.
Due to different needs of each stream,
the MSL and the MNN streams embrace
a separate set of standards, benchmarks
and assessment tools in addition to a
differentiated emphasis of oral proficiency
and literacy. Placement of a student in
one of the two streams is met through
a collaborative effort between teacher
recommendation, placement assessments,
student interests and needs.

What are the differences between the MSL
and MNN streams of Chinese Studies?
Mandarin as a Second Language (MSL)

Mandarin for Near-Native Speakers (MNN)

Learning Goal:

Communicative functionality in Putonghua orally and
in writing to exchange common, everyday thoughts,
ideas and information. Building semantic foundation by
emphasizing oral skills (listening and speaking) followed
by functional reading and writing skills. Chinese is the
classroom instructional language as much as 90% of
the time.

Proficiency level sufficient to use as a medium to
learn other content areas. This proficiency level
requires a higher degree of competency than MSL
in the four skill areas of Putonghua: reading, writing,
listening and speaking. Chinese is the classroom
instructional language as much as 100% of the time.

Targeted
Learner Profile:

Students with no or some previous personal or family
exposure and/or experience in the targeted language or
any other similar Asian language. Learning Putonghua
represents a true second language platform with a clearly
defined R1-12 benchmark for all levels.

Students with previous personal or family exposure
and/or experience in the targeted language or similar
Asian language with Chinese-based orthography.

Exit Measure
of Proficiency:

Student has basic working knowledge and foundation
of Chinese, particularly in oral communication,
and access to familial support (e.g. parents have a
working knowledge and skill in Putonghua or Chinese
characters).

• MSL: AAPPL Assessment
The ACTFL Assessment of Performance Toward Proficiency in Languages
http://aappl.actfl.org
• HKIS Chinese Studies Standards and Benchmarks.
• HS: AP Chinese Exam.
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/members/exam/exam_information/157009.html

Curricular
Standards:

HKIS Chinese Studies Standards and Benchmarks
based on American Council on the Teaching of Foreign
Languages (ACTFL) Standards.

HKIS Chinese Studies Standards and Benchmarks
modified from the Common Core Literacy Standards
and HSK (Hanyu Shuiping Kaoshi) Standards.

Skill Focus/
Emphasis:

• Lower Primary and Upper Primary
• 70-80% Speaking and Listening depending on
grade
• 20-30% Reading and Writing
• Cultural components focusing on Chinese festivals.

• Lower Primary and Upper Primary
• 70% Speaking and Listening
• 30% Reading and Writing
• Cultural components focusing on Chinese festivals.

• Middle School and High School
• 60% Speaking and Listening
• 40% Reading and Writing
• Cultural components focusing on Chinese culture and
tradition.
Character and
Pinyin System
Used:

• Middle School and High School
• 50% Speaking and Listening
• 50% Reading and Writing
• Cultural components focusing on Chinese cultural
history.

Simplified characters. Students are exposed to some
traditional characters.

Traditional and simplified characters are both used in
class.

Note: Placement into one of the two streams is based on a
composite of factors including: the student’s and family’s desired
learning outcome and interest level, level of language exposure
at home, student’s demonstrated motivation to learn the
language and the student’s own abilities.

Note: Learning Chinese will require a degree of personal
diligence by the student with support from the adults around
them. We strongly encourage a high level of collaboration
between parents, students and our Chinese language
teachers to maximize opportunities for student success.

Sequence of Levels and Streams
The following sequence chart reflects a ‘typical’ progression of levels by a full time student
entering and exiting during the normal points of the school year. This sequence is based upon
continued enrollment at HKIS.

Mandarin as a Second Language (MSL)
R1-G2 Basic Foundation
G3

MSL 1

MSL 2

G4

MSL 1

MSL 2

MSL 3

G5

MSL 2

MSL 3

MSL 4

G6

MSL 1

MSL 2

MSL 3

G7

1
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3

4

G8

1

2

3

4

Two years in Upper Primary equals
approximately one year in Middle
School.

5

Two years
in Middle
School equals
approximately
one year in High
School.
Advanced Honors

G9-G12

Foundation
1

Foundation
2

Intermedate
1

Intermedate
2

Intermedate
3

Advanced
1

Advanced
2

HS MSL students completing Advanced Honors or Advanced 2 classes will be prepared to take the AP Chinese exam.
AP Chinese is recommended for HS Junior and Senior years.

Mandarin for Near-Natives (MNN)
R1 - G2 Basic Foundation
G3
G4

MNN 1

MNN 2
MNN 2

G5

Two years in Upper Primary equals
approximately one year in Middle
School.

MNN 3
MNN 3

MNN 4

MNN 2

MNN 3
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G9

MNN 1

MNN 2

MNN 3

MNN 4

G10
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2
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4

1

2

3

2
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G6

G11

G12

MNN 1

Two years
in Middle
School equals
approximately
one year in High
School.

5
4

5

6a
Cul. & Soc.

4
Cul. & Lang.

5

6b
Ch. Lit.

4
Cul. & Lang.

There is no division between MSL & MNN in R1.
MNN students can take AP Exam after finishing HS MNN3 with teacher recommendation.

Frequently Asked Questions
How can I help my child improve in
this subject, especially when I don’t
know the language?
Here are some tips:
• Show an interest in your child’s Chinese
studies by getting involved!
• Ask them to teach you or the family a
word/phrase at the dinner table.

• Sit with your child as they work through
their Chinese homework – shows a
genuine interest by asking about what they
are doing.
• Visit cities and places where your child
can use a Chinese word, phrase or even
read numbers written in Chinese. Go to
restaurants, markets, exhibitions and
shops.

• As you walk around town, play games with
your child to see how many Chinese words
they recognize and might be able to tell
you about.

• Join HKIS’s free Mandarin lessons for
adults in our community, offered twice a
year!

• Ask your child to write and post the
Chinese words for everyday items around
the house such as the door, table,
computer, etc, and the whole family can
practice using these words on a daily
basis.

How much time should my child
be studying Chinese outside of the
normal school day?
There is no standard response to this
question as it largely depends on the
learner’s background, interest, level of
study and type of support in the home.
The important success factor for learning
any new language is the consistent and
regular daily practice of skills – speaking,
reading, listening and writing. As a rough
guideline: Middle and High School students
should spend about the same amount of
time on Chinese as they do on their other
subjects. For younger learners, time spent
on Chinese will vary due to age and level. A
guiding principle for the younger learners is
for parents to help them get on the teacher’s
website for review purpose and not to turn
learning Chinese into an arduous task.

So many of my child’s classmates
continue their studies by hiring
tutors. Does my child need this to
successfully learn Chinese?
The answer is emphatically ‘no.’ Under
normal circumstances, no student should
be in a position to require additional tutoring
to be able to learn Chinese. Utilizing your
child’s teacher and a regular regimen of good
studying habits with support at home is all

that’s required. However, there are students
and families who wish to strengthen one
or two skill areas by securing structured
tutoring. At the end of the day, these choices
are personal and should be made based on
the family’s values and vision for their child.
However, it should never be the case that a
tutor is necessary to complete homework.

How much Chinese language
instruction will my child receive per
week?
This depends on grade level and class
scheduling. However, the table below roughly
shows the instructional minutes per division
per week.
LP

R1 – R2: 75 min

UP

G3 – G5: 165 min

MS

G6: 210 min

HS

G9 – G12: 200 min

I have questions about my child’s
level and stream placement. Who
could I speak to about this?
The first person to speak with should be your
child’s current Chinese teacher. Placement
is never an exact science and an open
discussion about the student’s demonstrated
strengths and skills with their teacher should
be a first start.
Additional contacts are:
LP Chinese Team Leader: Ms. Rachel Wang
rwang@hkis.edu.hk
UP Chinese Team Leader: Ms. Kate Feng
kfeng@hkis.edu.hk

G1 – G2: 125 min

MS Chinese Team Leader: Ms. Mei Xu
mxu@hkis.edu.hk

G7-G8: 158 min

HS Chinese Team Leader: Ms. Jane Ye
jye@hkis.edu.hk
Director of Chinese Studies: Ms. Zhao-Hui Xu
hxu@hkis.edu.hk
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