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8th Grade Parents Night 

 
High School Auditorium 

 
February 7, 2018  6:00 – 8:30pm 

 
 
Introductory Session – Auditorium 
 
Welcome to the High School and the 9th Grade Academic Program – High School 
Leadership Team and Department Heads 
 
Small Group Sessions – 504, Auditorium and Library 
 
Parents will be divided into three groups and the Department Heads will move from 
one group to another every 20 minutes. The bell will ring to indicate changeover 
times. 
 
Room 504  Session 1 Romance Languages and Mandarin 

  Session 2 Performing Arts and Visual Arts, Design & Tech. 
   Session 3 Humanities 
   Session 4 Mathematics and Science 
 
Auditorium  Session 1 Mathematics and Science 
   Session 2 Romance Languages and Mandarin 

  Session 3 Performing Arts and Visual Arts, Design & Tech. 
Session 4 Humanities 

 
Library  Session 1 Humanities 
   Session 2 Mathematics and Science 
   Session 3 Romance Languages and Mandarin 
   Session 4 Performing Arts and Visual Arts, Design & Tech. 
 
 
 
1st Warning Bell for Seating: 5:55 
Introductions / Presentation: 6:00-6:30 (Leadership team in the HS Auditorium) 
Ending Bell: 6:30 
To Session Rooms: 6:30 to 6:35 (5 mins) 
Session 1: 6:35 to 6:55 (20 mins) 
Session 2: 7:00 to 7:20 (20 mins) 
Session 3: 7:25 to 7:45 (20 mins) 
Session 4: 7:50 to 8:10 (20 mins) 
 
 
Parents will be dismissed from the small groups at 8:10 PM and can come back to 
504 for any further questions/clarifications until 8:30 PM. 



  

 
High School Registration 
 
Q: When does high school registration take place? 
A: In February every year.  
 
Q:  What is the purpose of registration? 
A: We build the master schedule based on the information obtained from the 

registration form. Student sign-ups help determine which courses will be 
offered the next school year and the number of sections of each course. 

 
Q: When will we get information about the registration process? 
A: There will be an 8th Grade Parents’ evening about high school registration on 

Wednesday night, the 7th of February 2018. 
 
Q: Is my child guaranteed they will be able to take the courses selected for 

grade 9? 
A: Students are guaranteed they will be scheduled into their required (core) 

courses.  Although every effort will be made to accommodate all requests, 
students are NOT guaranteed that their elective courses will be able to fit into 
their final schedule. 

 
INFORMATION ABOUT THE ACADEMIC PROGRAM AT HKIS 
  
The High School Academic Program is a FOUR-YEAR PROGRAM OF STUDY. 
 
In order to graduate from the High School at the end of the Senior Year, a student 
needs to meet all the minimum GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS.  
 
The minimum number of credits a student must have in order to graduate is 22; 
however, most graduating students leave HKIS with between 26 and 28 credits,   
and the school counsels students to pursue four years of study in each of the five 
core academic areas (English, Math, Science, Social Studies and Modern 
Language).  
 
 

§ 1   CREDIT     = 1 year of study 
§ ½  CREDIT     = 1 semester of study 
§ ¼  CREDIT     = ½ semester study, spread    

                           throughout the year 
 

 
 
These credits are chosen from courses for REQUIRED CREDIT and ELECTIVE 
CREDIT. The academic program at HKIS offers a wide range of choice. 
 
§ REQUIRED CREDITS: 18. 
 



  

 
§ ELECTIVE CREDITS: Minimum of 4, selected from the range of courses across 

disciplines. 
 

In addition, students are required to: 
 
§ successfully complete an INTERIM for each year of attendance at HKIS 
§ successfully complete the SENIOR PROJECT during their senior year 
§ gain technology proficiency through their work in the HKIS 1:1 learning 

environment 
 

 
As a basic guideline, the normal course load for Ninth Graders is 

 
between 6¼ and 7½ CREDITS 

 
 
 
 
CHOOSING 9TH GRADE COURSES 
 
Listed below are the subject areas from which 9th Graders may choose courses: 
 

Field of Study 9th Grade Courses 
Numbers of 

Credits 
(Grade 9) 

Overall 
Graduation 

Requirements 
(From Grade 9 to Grade 12) 

 

REQUIRED COURSES IN 9TH GRADE 

English and 
Social Studies 

 
Humanities I 

or 
Humanities I  

in Action 
 

1 English 
 

      1 Social 
    Studies 

4 English 
 

2 Social Studies 
 

Mathematics 
 

(Depending on 
placement) 

 
Algebra 

or 
Geometry 

or 
Geometry Honors 
 

1 Math 3 

Science 
 

(Depending on 
placement) 

 
Biology 

or 
Physical Science 

or 
Chemistry Honors 

or 
Biology Honors 

 

1 Science 2 



  

WELLNESS BLOCK 
 

Spiritual 
Exploration 
and Religion 

 

 
Spiritual 

Exploration 9 
 

 ¼ Religion 1½  

 
Physical 

Education and 
Health 

 

Physical 
Education 9 ½ PE 2 

Health and 
Well-Being 

 
Grade 9 Seminar: 

Transition to 
High School 

 

N/A N/A 

STRONGLY RECOMMENDED (REQUIRED FOR GRADUATION) 
 

Modern 
Languages 
(Depending on 

placement) 
 

French 
Spanish 
Mandarin 

1 Language 2 

VADT & 
Performing 

Arts 

 
Visual Arts 

or 
Performing Arts 

 

½ -1 Visual 
and/or 

 Performing Arts 
1½ 

 
MORE DETAILED INFORMATION ON COURSES 
 
REQUIRED COURSES FOR 9TH GRADE 

 
Humanities 
§ All 9th graders take an interdisciplinary Humanities I course to fulfill their English 

and Social Studies credits.  See the handbook for the two Humanities l options. 
 
§ Students become more proficient users of the writing process and learn to use 

writing as a learning and thinking tool. 
 
§ Students learn to use a variety of reading strategies to help them construct 

meaning from the texts they study. 
 
§ Students are encouraged to read widely for pleasure. 
 
Mathematics 
§ The common American high school course sequence in mathematics is Algebra 

1 - Geometry - Advanced Algebra - Pre-calculus. 



  

§ 8th Grade students are recommended for the high school 9th Grade program in 
Algebra I, Geometry/Geometry Honors, or Advanced Algebra Honors on several 
data points: 

Ø a student’s performance on a mid-year algebra proficiency test 
Ø a student’s academic record  
Ø standardized test score indicating high percentile rank - Iowa, Stanford, 

SAT, AJHSME or AMC-8, Cognitive Abilities Test 
Ø 8th grade teacher recommendation in consultation with the high school 

 
§ In principle, students requiring tutoring to pass a course should not be in Honors 

or otherwise accelerated. 
 
§ While we don't want to discourage able students from challenging themselves, it 

is very important to have a solid foundation in the beginning courses than to try to 
go too quickly on a shaky foundation. Enrichment rather than acceleration will 
lead to a very successful mathematics education. 

 
§ Students identified as honors candidates should not only have mathematical 

ability, but should have a passion for mathematics.  Motivation and a keen 
interest are key factors. 

 
Science 
§ The two science courses for most 9th grade students is Physical Science – 

Chemistry and Physical Science - Physics (60% of 9th graders enrolled in this 
course last year), and Biology. 

 
§ The decision to place a student in an accelerated 10th grade course (Biology 

Honors or Chemistry Honors) is based on: 
Ø academic excellence  
Ø maturity, high skill level, self-motivation, and the ability to learn 

independently 
Ø the 8th Grade science teacher’s recommendation. 

 
§ Taking Physical Science or Biology in Grade 9 does not prevent students from 

taking Advanced Placement courses in science in subsequent years. 
 

WELLNESS BLOCK  
 
Spiritual Exploration and Religion 
§ Students are required to take Spiritual Exploration 9 (¼ credit) in Grade 9. 

 
Physical Education 
§ All 9th grade students are required to take the ½ credit PE 9 course. 

 
§ Sport units in badminton, touch rugby and netball are designed to develop 

tactical game competency and to begin skill development from "where they are 
at" and proceed from there. 
 

§ Fitness units in aquatics, cardio training and resistance training are designed to 
establish fundamental knowledge and skills. The aquatics training includes stroke 



  

improvement and survival skills. The resistance training has a focus on body-
weight exercises. 
 

§ The adventure unit has a focus on group development and problem solving. 
 
Grade 9 Seminar: Transition to High School 
§ All 9th grade students are registered for Grade 9 Seminar.	

	
§ This course aims to build a bridge between middle school and high school by 

helping to personalize 9th grade for every student. 
 
 

STRONGLY RECOMMENDED 
 
Modern Languages 
§ We encourage the study of a language other than one’s own because such study 

enhances divergent thinking and encourages students to respect and understand 
other cultures and values.  At the same time, it heightens awareness of students’ 
own culture.   
 

§ The High school offers a broad scope of language study from beginner to 
advanced language and literature courses in three languages: French, Spanish, 
and Mandarin.  
 

§ Students may switch languages they wish to study when they register for 9th 
grade courses. 
 

§ All Mandarin students will need to take a placement test in March to finalize their 
registration. 

  
§ Students who have proven to have strong general academic skills and strength in 

the first Modern Language may take two languages at the same time.  Special 
permission from their MS language teacher is required. 

 
§ Those students with a previous language background, but who are not enrolled in 

our MS program, will need to have an interview and take a placement test. 
 

Visual & Performing Arts 
§ Students must earn 1½ credit in the Arts to meet the graduation requirement. 

 
§ Foundation in Visual Arts must be taken in order to open up all visual arts 

courses as well as some technology courses. 
 

§ At least ½ credit must be earned in the Visual Arts, Design & Technology and    
½ credit earned in the Performing Arts (music or drama). 

 
Technology and Design 
§ Foundation in Digital and Interactive Media must be taken to open up all 

technology courses as well as some visual arts courses.  



 
Transition to Grade 9 
8th	Grade	Parent	Information	Night	

Wednesday,	7	February	2018	
High	School	Auditorium	

	
Dr.	David	Lovelin,	Principal	

Mr.	Brent	Brayko,	Associate	Principal	for	Teaching	&	Learning	
Ms.	Lauren	Fine,	Associate	Principal	for	Student	Life	
Mrs.	Sue	Harvey,	Academic	Programs	Coordinator	

 



High School 



High School 



High School 



The	High	School	journey	about	to	begin	for	
your	8th	grader...one	year	in	for	these	

current	9th	graders	
  
In their words… 
 

• Maddie Smith 
• Nick Laskowski 

 
 
 
 



High School GRADUATION	REQUIREMENTS		
	To	earn	a	diploma	from	Hong	Kong	International	School,	a	student	normally	

attends	high	school	for	four	years	and	must	earn	a	minimum	of	22	units	of	credit,	
18	of	which	must	be	distributed	as	follows: 
4	English:	Four	consecutive	years	of	English	are	required	(for	9th	and	10th	grade,	the	requirement	is	
satisfied	through	the	Humanities	I	or		I	in	Action	and	Humanities	II	or	II	in	Action	courses).	
2	Social	Studies:	These	credits	must	include	an	Asian	studies	and	an	American	studies	course	(the	
requirement	is	satisfied	through	the	Humanities	I	or	I	in	Action	and	Humanities	II	or	II	in	Action	courses). 

3	Mathematics:	These	courses	vary	depending	on	initial	placement.	
2	Laboratory	Science:	These	courses	must	include	one	full-year	of	a	life	science	and	one	full-year	of	a	
physical	science.	
2	Modern	Language:	Consecutive	levels	of	a	single	language.	
1½	Visual	and	Performing	Arts:	These	courses	must	include	one	semester	of	visual	arts	and	one	semester	
of	performing	arts.	
1½	Religion:	*For	the	class	of	2022,	students	will	take	an	equivalent	of	¼	credit	each	year	in	Spiritual	
Exploration	as	a	part	of	the	new	"Wellness	Block”.	One	elective	(1/2	credit)	will	still	be	taken	in	grade	11	
or	12. 

2	Physical	Education:	The	equivalent	of	one	semester	of	Physical	Education	is	required	in	each	year	of	
attendance.	 
	



High School 

GRADUATION	REQUIREMENTS	(cont.)	
	*Beginning with the Class of 2021, a Wellness Block 

was implemented at HKIS. In this block, students 
develop their physical, mental, and spiritual well-being 
through a Physical Education, Counseling Seminar, and 
Spiritual Exploration course. Note that this is not adding 
credit requirement, it is simply combining these aspects 
of your child’s education in a more meaningful way. 

Counseling Seminars, Interim & Senior Project:  

Successful completion of INTERIM preparation and follow up each 
year, successful participation in Counseling Seminars and 
engagement in the process and presentation of a Senior Project are 
also part of the graduation requirements from HKIS. 

 
	 



 
 



Grade	8	Registration	Screen	





 
 

Grade	8	Registration	Screen	-	Humanities 



 
 

Grade	8	Registration	Screen	-	Math 



Grade	8	Registration	Screen	-	Science	





 
 

How	do	I	find	the	Academic	Handbook? 

*Two	places	–	Public	side	of	DragonNet	(HS…
Teaching	&	Learning)	and	in	the		“Handbooks”	link	in	

the	log-in	section	of	DragonNet 



Small	Group	Sessions 

*You	stay,	teachers	move… 

Room	504		 	Session	1	 	Romance	Languages	&	Mandarin 
(pink) 	 	Session	2	 	Performing	Arts	and	Visual	Arts,	Design	&	Tech.	

	Session	3	 	Humanities 
	 	Session	4	 	Mathematics	and	Science 

	
Auditorium 	Session	1		 	Mathematics	&	Science	 
(gold) 	 	Session	2	 	Romance	Languages	&	Mandarin 

	 	Session	3	 	Performing	Arts	AND	Visual	Art,	Tech	&	Design 
	 	Session	4	 	Humanities 

	
Library 									 	Session	1	 	Humanities 
(green) 	 	Session	2	 	Mathematics	&	Science 

	 	Session	3	 	Romance	Languages	&	Mandarin 
	 	Session	4	 	Performing	Arts	and	Visual	Arts,	Design	&	Tech.	 

	
Each location begins at 6:35 and will finish at 8:10. You are welcome to come to 504 if you have 

any further questions for the teachers or administration until 8:30. 
 

Parents of students with Learning Plans will meet our high school Learning Specialists at the 
transition meeting that Mr. Gordon will schedule in April or May. 

 



For Class of 2022 and Beyond

MAPPING YOUR FOUR-YEAR PROGRAM 

This four-year outline is a guideline for your planning and is only intended to help you to think through the complete high school learning experience. Recommendations of teachers, class sizes, etc., may require 
a revision of your plans. The classes you list are tentative and subject to change. In grade 9 and 10, students must take at least 6.25 credits. In grades 11 and 12, students must take at least 6 credits per year.  

AREA OF STUDY Graduation 
Requirement 

GRADE 9 
20__ - 20__ 

GRADE 10 
20__ - 20__ 

GRADE 11 
20__ - 20__ 

GRADE 12 
20__ - 20__ 

Required 
Credits Course Name Credit Course Name Cre

dit Course Name Credit Course Name Credit 

ENGLISH 
4 

Humanities I 
(English/History) 

(Interdisciplinary Course) 
OR 

Humanities I in Action 
(English/History) 

(Interdisciplinary Course) 

1 
Humanities II 

(English/History) 
(Interdisciplinary Course) 

OR 
Humanities II in Action 

(English/History) 
(Interdisciplinary Course) 

1 
Junior English (1)

OR
Humanities III (2)
(English/History)

(Interdisciplinary Course)
OR

AP English Language (1)

1 Senior English  
(Asian, Western or Rhetoric) 

OR 
AP English Literature 

1 

SOCIAL STUDIES 2 1 1 

MATHEMATICS 3 Algebra l or Geometry 1 
Advanced Algebra, Geometry

or
Math Models

1 Pre-Calculus 1 

SCIENCE 2 Physical or Biological 
Science 1 Biological if not taken in 9th

Grade or Physical 1 

WORLD LANGUAGES 2 Mandarin, Spanish or French 1 Mandarin, Spanish or French 1 

FINE ARTS 1.5 Visual or Performing Arts 0.5/1 Visual or Performing Arts 0.5/1 Various Credit Options Available 0/0.5 Various Credit Options Available 0/0.5 

WELLNESS 
(RELIGION,
PHYSICAL 

EDUCATION/HEALTH,
COUNSELING SEMINARS)

*Spiritual Explorations only
apply for Class of 2021 

forward

3.5 

Spiritual Exploration 9 (.25),
AND

Physical Education 9, (.5)
AND

Grade 9 Seminar:
Transitions to High School

0.75 

Spiritual Exploration 10 (.25) 
AND 

 Physical Education 10 (.5) 
AND 

Grade 10 Seminar:  
Positive Psychology 

0.75 

Spiritual Exploration 11 (.25)  
AND one Religion elective (.5) 
taken either 11th or 12th grade, 

Physical Education 11 (.5), 
AND 

Grade 11 Seminar:  
College & Career 

0.75/ 
1.25 

Spiritual Exploration 12 (.25) 
AND one Religion elective (.5) 
taken either 11th or 12th grade, 

Physical Education 12 (.5), 
AND 

Grade 12 Seminar:  
Transitions 

0.75/ 
1.25 

ELECTIVES 4 

TOTAL CREDITS 22 6.25 minimum 6.25 minimum 6 minimum 6 minimum 
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