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Questions for Text Selection for Each Type of Next Generation Read Aloud 
 

Clean Read  
The purpose of a Clean Read is 
simply to enjoy a wonderful text 
and communicate the joy of 
reading. 

• Can students understand this text without a lot of 
support from the teacher? 

• Will students find this text engaging without 
questions from the teacher or conversations with 
classmates?   

Think Aloud 
The purpose of a Think Aloud is 
to show students how reading 
strategies work. It gives 
students a window into the 
thinking a proficient reader 
does while constructing 
meaning from text. 

• Is this text short enough and engaging enough for 
students to process both the text and my think aloud 
without losing focus? 

• Does this text lend itself to thinking aloud about the 
particular strategy I want to model for students? 

Unpacking 
The purpose of an unpacking is 
to guide students in analyzing a 
text. Oftentimes, the teacher 
has a specific end goal. 

• Does this text have something to unpack? Are there 
layers of meaning (complexity)? 

• Is this text engaging enough to pique students’ 
interest in doing the work of thinking deeply about 
it? 

Exploratory 
The purpose of an exploratory 
read aloud is to allow students 
to think deeply about text and 
collaboratively construct their 
own meaning. 

• Are the ideas in this book accessible enough for 
students to explore them and make discoveries 
without a lot of support from me? 

• Is there something to discover in this text? Is it 
worth exploring? 

• Is there more than one way to interpret the ideas in 
this text? 
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Text Selection Rubric 

Accessibility Is the student’s effort likely to be productive in this text, given the instructional context? 

Complexity Do layers of meaning in the words and/or pictures make it worth rereading?  

Engagement Will students find this text irresistible? Will it hold their attention long enough for 
 them to think deeply about it?  

 
 
 


